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If you are taking photos in a garden or something interesting at our Regional Convention and
get some good ones, send them to me with the details and we will try to use them in our next
publication. We all help make this interesting.
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RVP Message
Spring 2018
Ann Booth
Region 13 RVP
Happy Spring to all Region 13 members.
Winter has been a good deal warmer for us as we
have been in Arizona for the past three months.
Hopefully you have stayed dry and warm and are
looking forward to our spring bloom.
First, my sincere thanks to Bob Seaman for providing excellent leadership as RVP these
past three years. Bob, we appreciate you and all you have done to move Region 13 forward.
Many thanks to our affiliates for completing and returning their AIS affiliation forms so
promptly. It‘s encouraging to see so many support our Parent organization, the American Iris
Society, if we are to continue to be society affiliates and affiliate members. AIS has many incentives for becoming a member and worlds of information about the different species and
types of irises and their culture as well as how to become an exhibition/garden judge or how to
host an iris show. All this may be found on the AIS website http://irises.org/ and on the Iris
Wiki http://wiki.irises.org/.
We are very pleased and honored to have Barry Blyth as our guest speaker at this year‘s
Region 13 Spring/TBIS meeting and many thanks to the Oregon Trails Iris Society for hosting.
We are pleased to be partnering with the Tall Bearded Iris Society for this event. The meeting
will be held May 11-13, 2018 at the Red Lion Hotel in Salem, Oregon. More information and
the registration form may be found later in this newsletter.
Conventions coming up this year include the Aril Trek in Las Cruces, New Mexico on
April 6 & 7 and the AIS National in New Orleans from Monday, April 9 through Saturday,
April 14. If you love Louisiana Irises, you are bound to see some beautiful gardens and
blooms.
I have had the opportunity of meeting several of our affiliated clubs in the past and look
forward to meeting with others over the next three years. Won‘t your club consider hosting a
regional meeting for 2020? I am available by telephone, email, or in person to answer questions. I have been a part of planning for several regional meetings. Even the smallest of clubs
can be very successful hosts. We come together for our love of the irises; however, we also
come together to see our long-time friends and make new friends along the way.

Ann
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American Iris Society, Region 13
2017 Fall Regional General Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2017
Puyallup, WA
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:15 P.M. by Regional Vice-president Bob
Seaman. Bob then distributed informational packets entitled ―AIS Region 13 President's Pass
Down‖ to each of the club presidents or their representatives.
Minutes: The minutes of the 2017 Spring Meeting were approved as amended. (The host for
the 2018 Fall Meeting was corrected to the Central Columbia Iris Society (CCIS).
Miscellaneous Reports: Neither Secretary Suzie McCloy nor any of the Directors had any
specific news to report.
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Debbie Gillespie distributed the latest budget updates. Now
that most members are receiving the Newsletter electronically, it was proposed (and passed)
that the amount budgeted for Region 13 Newsletter Printing be reduced from $1,600 to $1,200.
This changes the final total for the 2018 budget to $3,935.
Membership: Regional Membership Secretary Will Plotner reported that although our numbers are down by one, the good news is that ―We still have members!‖
Judges' Training: Region 13 Judges‘ Training Chair Sandy Williamson reported that we currently have 40 certified judges in the Region. She has recommended to the AIS JT Chair and
the Board that Linda Vacchiery and Lee Walker should advance, as of January 1, 2018, from
Apprentice status to AIS Garden/Exhibition Judges. She has also recommended that Susan
Schouten and John Vacchiery move from Student level to Apprentice status. After these
changes Region 13 will have four remaining Student Judges: Ted Havelka, Lynn Plotner,
Madeline West, and SarahWylder.
Old Business
Newsletter Editor’s Position: Rita Butler reiterated that she will no longer be serving as
Newsletter Editor and called for a volunteer to take over. She noted that Will Plotner does the
page layout. Caroline Zebroski promptly volunteered!
Websites and Social Media: Bob Seaman announced once again the need for someone to take
over as Region 13 Webmaster as of February 2018. He noted that he will be happy to train
the new volunteer. He encouraged members to send him content (and updated information) for
the website and once again noted that having a presence on social media was a way to reach
younger potential members. Dwayne Booth noted that AIS was planning to unveil a new, easier to navigate website in January. John Ludi spoke about a YouTube Project to mount more
videos on the web dealing with iris culture and noted that the online Iris Encyclopedia has been
very popular. And Caroline Zebroski noted that she had been posting regularly to the KCIS
Facebook page.
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Electronic Voting by the Region 13 Board: Discussion ensued on ways the Board could efficiently conduct business on email or over the Internet in the light of current concerns about
email and other electronic fraud.
Region 13 Meeting Schedule:
Meeting

Host

Location

Dates

Spring 2018

OTIS

Salem Red Lion

May 11-13, 2018

Fall 2018

CCIS

Wenatchee

October 6, 2018

Spring 2019

GPIS

Ramada Inn
Portland Airport

May 17-18, 2019

Fall 2019

TCIS*

Spokane*

October 5, 2019

*Correction
Spring 2020 Meeting, Etc.: Discussion ensued on a number of concerns related to the 2020
Spring Meeting in particular but also to spring meetings in general. In 2020, AIS will celebrate
its Centennial in Newark, NJ (expensive!). Should we skip our Spring Meeting that year to
save money and allow more people to plan to attend AIS? Alternatively, should we go ahead
and have a meeting (hosted by KCIS?) because AIS may be too expensive for many? Is our
schedule of meetings too difficult for our aging membership? Should we consider reducing the
number of guest gardens from 3 to 2? Should we perhaps consider having a public garden as a
3rd alternative? Patrick Spence indicated that he will discuss these concerns with the KCIS
Board. [Update: Patrick indicates that the KCIS Board subsequently voted NOT to host the
Spring 2020 Meeting.]
New Business
Region 13 Audit: Rita Butler and Rod Mendenhall volunteered to do the audit.
Region 13 Sales Procedures: Dwayne Booth reported that he received back only one response
(from TCIS) to his request to share how each club organizes its sales. In the ensuing discussion, several people shared their procedures and experience.
Reports on Region 13 Rebloom and Region 13 Historics: Please report to Rita Butler what
reblooms for you in Region 13. Historics that bloom for you should be reported to Charlie
Carver.
Jean Witt Memorial Garden: Patrick Spence reported that the University of Washington Botanic Gardens has expressed a desire to establish a garden containing as many as possible of
Jean‘s crosses. If you grow any of her iris crosses, please report them to Patrick or to Debby
Cole.
Awards Presentation: Moved to the evening session.
Director Election: Rita Butler was elected as the new Director.
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New Officers: The new slate of officers was approved as follows:
Ann Booth – Regional Vice-President
John Ludi – Assistant Regional Vice-President
Phyllis Barnett – Secretary
Debbie Gillespie – Treasurer
Announcements
Insect Infestation: Susan Schouten (OTIS), an Oregon State nursery inspector, reported on recent observations regarding pests and
diseases in our region including some that may be weather-related.
Among her observations, 12,000 Japanese beetles were caught in
the Portland area this year whereas the previous average was 300400 per year.
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, with much thanks to my husband Bill, who
did most of the work since I have not been feeling well,
Suzie
Suzie McCloy
AIS Region 13 Secretary

SPRING MEETING TOUR GARDENS
SCHREINER’S GARDEN, Brooks, OR
Schreiner‘s large iris display garden has over 500 iris cultivars amid colorful perennials-spectacular. Look for current introductions near the visitor‘s entrance. Deeper in the garden
you‘ll find award-winning Schreiner irises, Dyke‘s Medal winners, and irises by other hybridizers. www.schreinersgardens.com Schreiner’s Garden has guest irises for this meeting.

Row upon row of irises at Schreiner’s.
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Editor’s Notes
Caroline Zebroski
Meet the new R13
Newsletter Editor!
Hi, My name is Caroline Zebroski, your new R13 Editor. Many thanks to Rita who did such an outstanding job for many years and to Will for having patience with me as I fumble through this. I belong to
King County Iris Society, Siberian Iris Society, American Iris Society and just joined Aril Society International. I have only been a member of KCIS for maybe 5 years, but I have admired Iris my
whole life since they were my mother's favorite in her flower gardens in Onida, South Dakota
(zone 4) and where they currently reside Keystone, South Dakota (zone 5). She and my sister
grew only Tall Bearded Iris from Schreiner's. Now, they are highly addicted to MDB, SDB,
Spuria, Siberian, Historic and as many others as I can get them to grow. They have had to add
new gardens, keep them very diligently labeled and take pictures when they bloom! I have
been very impressed! My sister, Mary Lou Bauer, will be accompanying me to the Aril Trek,
April 6-7 and on to AIS in New Orleans! We are very excited! She is studying up on Aril Iris
since she has alkaline soil (she is finally testing it!). I am very proud of her!
My personal gardens are a work in progress which I am hoping to get together this year and
next. I am an IRIS ADDICT, as well as addicted to many other plants like fuchsias, daylilies,
clematis and other lovelies that I buy from my other garden clubs or nurseries! Patrick Spence
and I are not allowed to go plant shopping any more together! I belong to the Boeing Garden
Club and Eastside Fuchsia Society (30 years); Northwest Perennial Alliance (25 years), Puget
Sound Daylily Club & AHS (8 years), Hardy Plant Society (10 years), Garden Buds (20
years). I love Iris and I love learning about the many varieties and how to grow them rather
than kill them!
I am looking forward to making more new Iris friends at the upcoming conventions and Regional meetings!

Caroline
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th

April 6 – 7
April 8 – 14th
May 11 – 13th
May 25 – 26th
October 6th

April 2nd
April 20-21st
May 5th
May 19th
Open Garden
Open Garden
June 30th
August 18th
September 10th
September 15th
October 1st
November 5th
December 8th

March 13th
April 10th
May 8th
May 25th
June 12th
July 10th
August 11th
August 14th
September 11th
October 9th
November 13th
December TBD

2018 Events & Conventions:
Aril Trek Convention, Las Cruces, NM
AIS National/ SLI Convention, New Orleans, LA
AIS Region 13 Spring/TBIS Convention,
hosted by Oregon Trail Iris Society, Salem, OR
Silver Siberian/Species Convention, Hunt Valley, MD
AIS Region 13 Fall Meeting, hosted
by Central Columbia Iris Society, Wenatchee, WA
King County Iris Society 2018 Events:
(Meetings at UW Center of Urban Horticulture)
―Iris at BBG‖ by Caroline Zebroski, 7-9 PM
Rhododendron Species Garden Sale, Federal Way, WA Fri 3-6
PM https://rhodygarden.org/cms/ Sat 9 AM- PM
Highline Seatac Botanical Garden Sale, Seatac, WA 10 AM-2
PM http://highlinegarden.org/
KCIS Iris Show, Crossroads Mall, Bellevue, WA 10 AM-4 PM
http://www.leonineiris.com/, Seattle, WA
http://www.cascadiairisgardens.com/, Lake Stevens, WA
Japanese Iris Exhibit, Kubota Gardens, Renton, WA 10 AM-4 PM
Bearded Iris Sale, Wells Medina Nursery, Bellevue, WA 10 AM-4 PM
―Aril Trek Experience‖ by Caroline Z & the Vacchiery's, 7-9 PM
Beardless Iris Sale, Wells Medina Nursery, Bellevue, WA 10 AM-4 PM
―Siberian Iris Convention‖ by Patrick & Margaret Spence, 7-9 PM
―AIS National Convention‖ by Dwayne Booth, 7-9 PM
KCIS Holiday Party hosted by the Vacchierys, 1 PM
Pierce County Iris Society 2018 Events:
(Meetings at Clackamas Banquet & Catering Center)
―Median Iris‖ by Terry Aitken, 6:45-9 PM
―Soils‖ by Rita Butler and Nicci Johnson, 6:45-9 PM
Garden Party at Point Defiance Park. Bring a sack dinner.
PCIS Iris Show at the Japanese Pagoda,
Point Defiance Park, Tacoma, WA
Japanese Iris Judge‘s Training Class by Chad Harris
Annual Picnic, Place TBD
Public Rhizome Sale at Portland Ave Nursery, 1
409 East 59th St., Tacoma WA
PCIS Member‘s Annual Auction
―Aril Trek‖ by Linda and John Vacchiery's
Nomination of Officers; Program TBD
―AIS National Convention‖ by Rod Mendenhall
PCIS Holiday Party
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April 3rd
April 14/15th
May 6th
June 10th
August 4th
August 25/26th
September 4th
Sept 22/23rd
October 2nd
November 6th
December 8th

Greater Portland Iris Society 2018 Events:
(Regular Meetings at Ainsworth House & Gardens)
―Show Prep and Artistic Arrangements‖, by Chad Harris, & Kay & John
Ludi
7-9 PM
Plant Sale, HPSO ―Hortlandia‖, Portland EXPO
GPIS Early Show, ―Spring Garden Fair‖, Canby, OR
GPIS Late Show, Portland Nursery, 90th & Division
Noon, GPIS Potluck/Auction, Sandy Grange Hall
GPIS Bearded Iris Plant Sale, Portland Nursery, Stark Street
―Reblooming Irises‖ by Terry Aitken 7-9 PM
GPIS Beardless Iris Plant Sale, Portland Nursery, Stark Street
―Beardless Iris Breeding Programs‖ by Kevin Vaughn 7-9 PM
―A Walk Through The Medians‘ Garden‖ by Lynda Miller 7-9 PM
Noon, GPIS Holiday Potluck, Sandy Grange Hall

Town and Country Iris Society 2018 Events:
April 6
Meeting 1:00 pm, Spokane Valley Library: Hosts Kathy McClure and Barbara
Midkiff; program to be determined
th
May 4
Meeting 1:00 pm, Spokane Valley Library: Hosts Beverly Klante and Norma
Lunden; business meeting and planning for Iris Show
nd
June 2
Judged Iris Show, Spokane Valley Mall. Open to the public from 10 am to 5 pm.
Judges to be determined
June TBD Field Trip to the Northland Rosarium, date to be determined
July TBD Field trip to Bonnie Cook‘s Garden in Dalton, ID. Refreshments by Bonnie.
Date to be determined.
st
July 21
Annual Rhizome Sale, Spokane Valley Mall, 10 am to 5 pm or sold out.
th
August 7 Club Picnic, Iris Bingo, and earned iris rhizomes to be distributed at Beverly
Klante‘s home.
th
September 7 Meeting 1:00 pm, Spokane Valley Library, Hosts Robert and Linda Karr; business meeting and program to be determined
th
October 12 Meeting (note meeting the second Friday of the month due to Region 13 Fall
Meeting). Field trip, date and time to be determined
nd
November 2 Club Dinner. Time and Place to be determined. Installation of Officers for
2019. Donations of toys to Toys for Tots.
th

April 17th
August 18th
October 16th
November 17th

Oregon Trail Iris Society 2018 Events:
(Meetings at Center 50+, 2615 Portland RD NE, Salem, OR)
TBD program by Lee Walker of Twilight Iris 7-9 PM
Potluck lunch & Iris Auction 12-3 PM
Iris Sale date and location to be announced
―Beardless Iris of Asia‖ by Chad Harris of Mt. Pleasant Iris Garden
Holiday potluck & gift exchange
8

British Columbia Iris Society 2018 Events:
The BC Iris Society is holding its 2018 Annual Meeting at the new Couvelier Hall at Horticulture Centre of the Pacific in Saanich at 505 Quayle Road, Victoria on Saturday March 24, 2018
at 10 am.
Our special guest speaker is none other than our esteemed past President Ted Baker who will
give us the goods on his favorite Irises and muse about the future of our beloved species and
hybrids.
A delicious lunch is included for $25. This also provides free access to the beautiful HCP gardens. Come early or stay late to enjoy them. To confirm your attendance, please send your $25
checks to BC Iris Society c/o 995 Hutchinson Road, Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L4.

Region 13 Judges Training Chair
Hi from Arizona! This is Bob and my third season wintering here in Mesa. We love
the sunny winter but are again ready to head back home in early April to Redmond to visit
with missed friends and to see some early blooming irises!
In mid-February I emailed/mailed all Emeritus, Master, Garden/Exhibition, Apprentice
and Student Judges their 2018 annual AIS Judge‘s Activity Report. For those judges who
need judges‘ training hours this year, you can receive in-garden training at the May 11-13 Tall
Bearded Iris Society/Region 13 Spring Convention hosted by OTIS. Also, on Saturday afternoon, June 2, Margaret & Patrick Spence of Cascadia Iris Gardens, Lake Stevens, Washington
are hosting in-garden training on 40-Chromosome Siberian Iris, presented by Patrick. And on
Tuesday evening, June 12, PCIS‘s guest presenter is Chad Harris who will give 1-hour classroom training on Iris ensata (JI). Thank you, also, to GPIS for hosting their annual February
luncheon and classroom judges‘ training which this past February 3 was a 2-hour class on Pacific Coast Irises, presented by the dynamic duo – Margaret and Patrick Spence!
AIS Region 13 is very fortunate to currently have 42 accredited Judges – 8 Emeritus,
14 Master, 20 Garden/Exhibition; along with 2 apprentice judges and 4 student judges. But
we can always use more judges! Please contact me if
you would like to become an AIS Judge! But remember
that even if you do not want to be a judge, you are welcome to attend any and all judges training classes and
will learn a lot, while having a very good time.
Please contact me with any question, concerns,
suggestions.
Sandy Williamson
Region 13 JT Chair
Cell: 425.533.5770
Email: swvistas@gmail.com
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AIS REGION 13 SPRING MEETING
May 11-13, 2018 in Salem, OR
Hosted by OREGON TRAIL IRIS SOCIETY
WE ARE PLEASED TO INVITE TBIS MEMBERS TO JOIN US.
Bus tour 3 gardens: Miller‘s Manor, Mid-America, and Schreiner‘s.
No private cars on tour, please.
Guest irises at Miller‘s and Schreiner‘s.
Judges training on TBs (Thomas Johnson) and box lunch at Mid-America.
Open gardens (Fri. & Sun.): Keith Keppel, Larry Lauer, and Kevin Vaughn.
Banquet guest speaker: BARRY BLYTH.
MEETING REGISTRATION FEES (US funds)
$95.00 – bus tour with lunch & JT, banquet. Banquet only – $30.
HOTEL - Red Lion, 3301 Market Street NE, Salem, OR 97301.
Phone 503-370-7888 www.redlion.com
Room rates (Fri-Sat nights; checkout Sun.; excluding taxes):
Includes free breakfast buffet (Red Lion guests only).
Early birds BEFORE Feb. 18, 2018: $110-single, $120-double.
Feb. 18, 2018 to April 27, 2018: $119-single, $129-double.
AFTER April 27, 2018: prevailing room rate, subject to availability.
Mention “Oregon Trail Iris Society” to get the special room rates when you register.
Oregon Express Shuttle from PDX to Salem Red Lion. $25/adult one way (2017 pricing)
Call 541-207-0493 or go to web site to schedule. www.oregonexpressshuttle.com
Friday
a.m. - Visit open gardens
1 p.m. - R13 & TBIS board meetings
3 p.m. - Region 13 general meeting
4 p.m. - TBIS general meeting &
IRIS AUCTION
Evening open - dine at local restaurants

Saturday
Red Lion buffet breakfast (Red Lion
guests only)
Miller‘s Manor Gardens
Mid-America Garden (JT & lunch)
Schreiner‘s Garden
Banquet & guest speaker, Barry Blyth
IRIS REDISTRIBUTION

Sunday
Check out hotel & visit open gardens
Convention Chair: Susan Schouten, OTIS President
503-989-5226 sschouten@canby.com
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REGION 13 / TBIS SPRING MEETING
REGISTRATION FORM
(Downloadable form at www.oregontrailirissociety.com)
Meeting dates: May 11-13, 2018
Hosted by Oregon Trail Iris Society, Salem, OR
Meeting registration closes May 2, 2018.
MEETING REGISTRATION FEES (US funds)
$95.00 – free breakfast buffet (Red Lion guests only), bus tour w/lunch & JT, and banquet.
Banquet only – $30.
Banquet choices: Herbed Chicken, Seared Salmon, and Saffron Risotto Cake.
NAME______________________________________________________________________
Region 13 member__________ TBIS member ____________ (check all that apply)
Bus tour package _________
chicken

salmon

banquet only_______ (check one)
risotto cake (circle one)

NAME______________________________________________________________________
Region 13 member__________ TBIS member ____________ (check all that apply)
Bus tour package ________
chicken

salmon

banquet only _______ (check one)
risotto cake (circle one)

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________
CITY, ST, ZIP________________________________________________________________
PHONE________________________________EMAIL_______________________________
TOTAL PAID ______________
Mail your registration form and check (payable to OTIS) to:
Dennis Muchmore, OTIS
2770 Holiday Drive S
Salem, OR 97302
Convention Chair: Susan Schouten, OTIS President 503-989-5226 sschou11

2018 LANKOW AWARD FOR
STANDARD DWARF IRIS
Now is the time to start looking at the newest SDB iris for our Lankow award by Region 13. As we have so many hybridizers of standard dwarf iris, we have the privilege of making our votes count. Get you iris friends to join you to visit gardens which have these special
gems. Of course, depending upon where you live may determine when you do your scouting
around. Generally speaking spring, starting in April is when many bloom. I do hope you will
try to make at least one trek specifically to enjoy Standard Dwarf Iris.
The rules are simple. You may vote for as many as 13 irises introduced since 2008
which have not already won the award. You are not required to vote for the full 13 but look
for ones which you feel are worthy. Votes will be tabulated, and the Award will be presented
in the Fall Region 13 Newsletter. Results are also available to other regional newsletters as
well as the Medianite upon request.
Voting is not limited to AIS judges. Please send your bakers dozen (or less) list to
me. Irises no longer eligible are iris introduced in 2007 or older. Use the lists on line under the
SDB section of the AIS – SDB section or perhaps you can call a knowledgeable friend. Iris
which have already won the award
during the past ten years are; ‗Fiesta
Flame‘
08,
‗Ultimate‘
09,
‗Microwave‘ 10, ‗Riveting‘ 11,‘Eye
of The Tiger‘ 12, ‗Open Your Eyes‘
13, ‗Force Field‘ 14, ‗Bumpkin‘ 15,
‗Raspberry Ice‘ 16, ‗Portland Pink‘
17

Rita Butler
7919 64th ST CT W
University Place, WA
98467-3905
ritabutler3@gmail.com
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Vote the Lankow Award
(Open to all region 13 members)
Fill out your votes below and then send them in or E-Mail Rita with your votes. Up to 13
choices—less if you wish.

1. _______________________________________
2. _______________________________________
3. _______________________________________
4. _______________________________________
5. _______________________________________
6. _______________________________________
7. _______________________________________
8. _______________________________________
9. ________________________________________
10. _______________________________________
11. _______________________________________
12. _______________________________________
13. _______________________________________
SEND TO:
Rita Butler
7919 64th ST CT W
University Place, WA
98467-3905
Or E-Mail: ritabutler3@gmail.com
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Columbia Basin Iris Society
Phyllis Barnet, president
CCIS president, Phyllis Barnett, has asked me to write a short article for this year‘s
news and activities for our society. Having just returned home from wintering in the southwest, she and Dan are experiencing what many of us here are…..iris that have not yet recovered from a drier winter that brought less rain and snow than usual. The leaves are flattened
but are still
beginning to turn a brighter green from an almost-gray color.
Coming up on our calendar on May 19 is our annual unjudged iris show and sale where
irises are on display at Pybus Market. Orders are taken at the show, and the orders are filled
and delivered in July. A few of our members will be attending the spring regional meeting in
July in Salem, Oregon.
Hopefully, Mother Nature will cooperate and supply us with
blooms. (Last year we had to cancel the show because of
our late bloom season.)
Our programs for 2018 will consist of garden visits
with a presentation on hybridizing, a report on iris gardens
in New Zealand by one of our members visiting there, iris
cardmaking, an introduction to a new iris species, a video
of new irises, and a work session where we label and put
together iris orders from
our spring show. Closing out the year in October will be our
annual Fall Harvest dinner and gift exchange.
(article by Elm Jensen, vice-president)

Inland Empire Iris Society 2017 Highlights
The Inland Empire Iris Society continues to maintain the demonstration iris garden at
Manito, Spokane's premier public park. This year we added some different varieties of iris to
the garden. It had been just Tall Bearded ones. When we are working in the gardens we pass
out information on raising iris and our club to the many park visitors who stop by.
We held two rhizome sales in August, selling rhizomes from our own gardens and the
Manito garden. We again passed out information on growing iris and club membership.
A member went to the AIS Spring meeting for the Japanese Iris National Convention in
Seattle in June.
We postponed our Christmas party until after the New Year, when we had a potluck at a
member‘s home. It was a good year!
Shirley Dicus, IEIS Secretary
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King County Iris Society 2017 Highlights
2017 was a good year for KCIS.
Top on our activity list was hosting the Region 13 Spring meeting in conjunction with the SJI
National Convention. 60 people attended from all over the US and as far away as New Zealand. The tour was a huge success - visiting three gardens on Saturday: Highline Botanical
Gardens, Bellevue Botanical Gardens, and Cascadia Iris Gardens. All of the gardens had plenty to see, and if it wasn‘t for the 98° heat, the tour would have been perfect. Don Delmez from
Missouri was our special guest. Don bravely led a judges training in the 98° heat, giving us a
Midwest look at how to judge Japanese Iris. On Sunday we had an optional tour of Seattle‘s
Kubota Garden. Many attendees opted to join us for a tour of this unique American-Japanese
garden.
For the first time in 2017, we moved both of our primary sales to Wells-Median nursery. Due
to the move, and the hard work of show chairs Linda and Caroline, we had much improved
sales over the previous several years.
After a few years off, KCIS returned to the Northwest Flower & Garden Show. This is our primary outreach to the gardening public. We had thousands of people wander by our booth with
a good percentage stopping in for a bit of advice or looking for our sale dates.
We have one new adventure for 2018.
On June 30th, we will join with the Seattle Parks & Recreation Department,
The Kubota Foundation, and the SJI to
host a Japanese Iris Exhibition at Kubota Garden‘s Terrace Pavilion. This is
an open-air pavilion visible from many
parts of the garden, including the Main
entry. The Kubota Foundation is hoping this can become a yearly event
drawing a new group of visitors. We
are hoping it will draw a few people to
KCIS. Either way, we are praying for
sunshine!!!
Patrick Spence,
President KCIS
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British Columbia Iris Society 2017 Highlights
(abbreviated from BCIS Bulletin Vol. 13, No. 1, Winter 2018)
Most BC Iris members know that Ted and Sonja Baker sold their farm and moved to a much
smaller place on Salt Spring Island. Few of you may not know that Ted and Sonja probably
had the largest and most diverse iris collection in Canada perhaps ever. Such amazing collections are very difficult to assemble and maintain. Who knows how it may fare in the hands of
the new owner. …I had been enticed to grow [Median Irises (those that are not TBs or Miniature TBs)] by a brief article on smaller bearded irises in The Garden, magazine of the Royal
Horticultural Society. With this interest, I wanted to save at least part of the collection on Salt
Spring so I asked Ted if he would share as many MBs (Median Bearded irises) as possible to
plant and conserve in a long bed in my field. I had prepared the bed over several months in a
wide-open area with excellent drainage hoping to limit bacterial rot of rhizomes.
In late October, I went over to Salt Spring and spent several hours with Ted in his garden and
iris fields as he dug up little rhizomes and I bagged them and wrote down their names. We
started with the smallest ones, Standard Dwarf Beardeds (SDB), and worked our way up until
we were sampling Intermediate Beardeds (IB) and Border Beardeds (BB). For almost all of
them, Ted recalled their names, the hybridizer and had an opinion on how they performed! … I
brought the material over to my place on the Saanich Peninsula and began planting them so
that within a week they were in the ground. As I write in early January 2018, all appear to have
become established. The only problem I have had is the occasional pull-out by deer. In anticipation of this I weighted down the lateral roots emerging from the rhizome with small rocks of
which I have aplenty in my field.
In a year or two we‘ll see which of the more than 50 varieties have succeeded and bloomed and
identify the few which Ted could not remember. With some luck, when these bulk up, prepare
to see them available for sale in BCIS iris fundraising events in the future. Once I know what I
have, I may be asking some of you for varieties on Ted and Sonja‘s last sale list to try to compete the collection and make sure it is fully conserved. Including the varieties, I already had,
the collection may reach 80 of the
approximately 120 that Ted and
Sonja had available in 2016.
Median irises are excellent garden
plants. They may not be as tall and
large-flowering as TB‘s, but they
withstand strong winds, flower
early and form large brightly coloured masses. They suit today‘s
smaller gardens perfectly.
Richard J. Hebda,
BC Iris Society President
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SPRING MEETING TOUR GARDENS
MILLER’S MANOR GARDENS, Canby, OR
Lynda and Roger Miller have created a virtual Garden of Eden on a couple of acres. The iris
field in front of their home makes passersby stop and stare during bloom season. Lynda has
won many awards for her irises, especially her medians.
The Millers have guest irises for this meeting.

Lynda Miller and guest
at Miller‘s Manor.

MID-AMERICA GARDEN, Brooks, OR
Mid-America‘s new 10-acre parcel is about two miles from the main property. Our visit starts
with judges training on TBs by Thomas Johnson, followed by a box lunch, and then plenty of
time to wander the huge iris field. www.mid-americagarden.com (no guest irises here)

Mid-America‘s new
10-acre iris field.
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Pierce County Iris Society 2017 Highlights
We had a busy and fruitful year. Had some interesting programs by Mike Unser, Patrick
Spence, Dwayne Booth in the winter. A few of us went on a great garden tour to our member
Tami Shaughnessy‘s place. Her garden was one of many places on a tour in the Olympia area.
It was so creatively filled with flowers, trees, veggies, yard art and many Iris of course. She is
in a constant battle against the deer. Then we went to Rod Mendenhall‘s place. He has many
nice beds of Iris. I took a lot of pictures naturally.
In May, we had our flower show at the Pagoda at Point Defiance Park. It‘s nice to be back at
the Park since we had our first Iris show over 60 years ago there. Since we have Iris beds at the
Park, we aren‘t charged. The show had a lot of visitors. The public really liked the Horticulture
and designs. We passed out a lot of information about the society and growing Iris. We had a
really nice educational display.
Some of us went to the AIS Spring meeting for the Japanese Iris National Convention in Seattle in June. In August, we had our member auction which was quite successful leading up to
our public Rhizome sale at Portland Ave. nursery. We pass out info on growing Iris and our
club. Our newest member Nicci Johnson joined from meeting us at the sale.
In September, Rod Mendenhall gave us a nice talk on the 2017 convention. In October, we
hosted the Region 13 Fall meeting. It was a lot of work and fun. Interesting power point
presentations and programs. The silent auction was very successful. I thank everyone in the region who worked hard helping PCIS to host this event.
In December, we had our Holiday Christmas party at the club house where Eileen lives. We
had a nice dinner and fun gift exchange.
I think we had a pretty successful year!
Eileen Smiley, President PCIS

Slug & Snail Season
They are out and about already and it is time to start our battle against these critters. There are
several methods beginning with a mixture that was given to me by Jim Craig many years ago
and that is a 50% mixture of Household ammonia and Water. Just spray it on them in the early spring and it will get them before they grow up. You can also lay cardboard on the ground
in the evening and lift it in the morning and stab them with a pointed stick. Or you can take
the lazy way out and use Corey‘s or Deadline or anything with the Meta formula in it. It will
get them even if you don‘t.
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Greater Portland Iris Society 2017 Highlights
The year started with our annual February luncheon and judge‘s training session. We were honored to have as our presenter/guest speaker John Coble from Ensata Gardens, Galesburg,
Michigan. Needless to say attendees were enlightened by his approach to the two hour judge‘s
training session on Siberian Irises.
In April, one would find us at the Hardy Plant Society of Oregon ―Hortlandia‖ Spring Plant
Sale at the Portland EXPO. GPIS is one of more than 50 plus vendors at the annual event. Sale
profits exceeded that of previous years.
Our Early Show, May 7th, was held with the Clackamas County Master Gardener‘s ―Spring
Garden Fair‖ in Canby. Along with the GPIS Horticulture and Artistic displays, we were fortunate to have four schools of the Portland Ikebana Chapter add floral designs. An added feature
in the afternoon was a session on floral arrangements to a standing only crowd by the Ikebana
team. Lynda Miller won both ―Best of Show‖ with ―Escalona‖ (PCN) and ―Best Seedling‖
‗5714G‘ (MTB).
GPIS Late Show, June 11th, was held under a tent at the Portland Nursery location 90th and Division. ―Best of Show‖ was won by Debra Gillespie for ‗Jacaranda Lad‘ (LA). ―Best Seedling‖
was won by Terry Aitken for ‘15-SIB-2B‘ (SIB).
Both plant sales – Bearded Irises (August 26/27) and Beardless Irises (September 23/24) were
held under a tent at Portland Nursery, 5050 SE Stark. Dwarf, Medians and Rebloomer Irises
were in much demand at the August sale. September top sellers were Japonica, Innominata, Tectorum and Foetidissama. Sales for this year far exceeded that of previous years.
Last but not least, was the preparation for the 2019
Region 13 Spring Convention in Portland, May
16/17, 2019. Guest irises were received and planted in Aitken‘s Salmon Creek Garden and Mt
Pleasant Iris Farm. We are looking forward to having in-garden judging, show bench judging and
artistic arrangement judging sessions.
John Ludi, President GPIS

21

Town and Country Iris Society 2017 Highlights
This was a busy year as usual. Fortunately, we have very knowledgeable members who can
take on a task and see that it is completed. We have changed our meeting time to 1:00 PM the
first Friday of the month for this year.
Our first meeting of the year was a potluck dinner and a program on hardy succulents presented by Eva Lusk. We also planned our upcoming iris events and meeting programs. Our April
meeting was a business meeting and program consisting of studying the 2017 iris catalogs
from Schreiner‘s, Mid America, Rockytop, Superstition, Kepple, and others so we would be
prepared to bring our selected iris orders to the May meeting. Our club provides $60.00 per
person to order new and newer iris to members who have been active in club activities for the
year. The club orders the selected iris for delivery the first week of August.
In May, after a short business meeting, members left for our first field trip of 2017 to Arbor
Crest Winery to visit their tulip festival. Our Iris Show was June 3 at Center Court of the Spokane Valley Mall. Show Chairperson was Norma Lunden who not only beautifully organized
the Show but also hosted 3 of the out-of-town Judges at her home for the weekend. Show results were Queen of the Show ‗Got the Melody‘ (Schreiner 2009) shown by Barbara Midkiff;
Artistic Arrangement by Beverly Klante; Silver Medal won by Ernie Hoch; and Bronze medal
won by Lavern Melton. This was the first Show we have had for several years due to cancellations caused by severe weather. Also in June, members Norma Lunden, Doris Shinn, and Robert Karr attended the Japanese Iris/Region 13 meeting.
In July, the club met to review the Iris Show and to finalize plans for the annual rhizome sale
to be held July 22 at the Spokane Valley Mall. The rhizome sale went better than it had the last
couple years. Our total money was about one third more than last year. Each variety was individually displayed in a plastic shoe box with a nice picture attached. Our customers were very
appreciative and remarked about how easy it was to pick out the ones they wanted. The names
and brief descriptions were on the rhizomes as well as on the pictures. In addition to the Rhizome Sale, Robert Karr sold left over rhizomes at his local farmers market, to local business
Northwest Seed and Pet, and at the meeting of the Inland Empire Gardeners club in Spokane.
August, of course, is always our club picnic at Beverly Klante‘s home, along
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with Iris Bingo. This year we decided that Bingo winners would not be able to ‗steal‘ prizes
from other members. Bonus iris provided by commercial sources where we had ordered iris
were also used for Bingo prizes. The highlight of the evening was each person receiving the
iris they had ordered in May.
Our September meeting program included members discussing how and why he/she became
interested in growing iris and how and why each became a member of Town and Country Iris
Society. Unfortunately, we had to cancel our field trip planned for
our October meeting due to severe weather conditions. Members
Norma Lunden, Doris Shinn, and Robert Karr attended the Fall
Region 13 meeting.
Our final meeting of the year is always a potluck dinner. Members also bring contributions to Toys for Tots. We also ask members to bring photographs to share of their iris gardens, favorite
iris, and iris that the club paid for. New officers and Board Members are recognized. Town and Country Iris Society does not meet
in December, January, and February since some members travel
30 to 40 miles to attend meetings.

Historic Iris Preservation Society 2017 Highlights
First, I would like to comment that preservation is no longer just about historic iris. It can't be.
Many modern iris are as endangered as historic varieties, including medal winners. I suspect
part of the reason is the sheer number of iris being introduced yearly, well over a thousand varieties. Discarding the old for the new seems commonplace and many cultivars become extinct before they achieve historic status. Arguably iris cultivars are being bred for extinction.
AIS National Collections response to this was to propose a conservancy plan to create collections that assembled modern varieties as well in an effort to preempt extinctions.
Highlights of 2017 were the rescue of the largest known collection of MDB from Winterberry
Gardens in Virginia which included the last known clones of many varieties. That collection is
now on Orcas Island. Combined with mine and other MDB I collected from across North
America last year it now includes almost 3/4's of all the MDB that a 2 year survey of the class
has identified. The rescue at Winterberry also included MTB for two National Collections as
well as some rare SDB. Again, both modern and historic cultivars were gathered.
I was also able to obtain some rare Warburton SDB introductions from France (had not been
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able to locate them in the US).
Lastly I have begun researching the preservation of the reticulata class of iris. These bulb
dwarf iris species and cultivars are registered with the International Bulb Registry, not AIS. I
have established correspondence with Alan McMurtie who is the premier reticulata hybridizer
in the world and has pushed color development in this class. This will be a multi-year project.
Very few of Mr. McMurtie's introductions have yet been propagated in the volumes necessary
for commercial disbursement. See his website: reticulatas.com for a tour of the development
occurring in this class.
Charlie Carver

Outward Bound
By Will Plotner
It‘s a new year with a new Regional Vice President,
Ann Booth, who is anxious to get started, a new editor Caroline Zebroski who has done a fine job of getting this newsletter together, a new director Rita Butler who has been our editor for over fourteen years and will bring a lot of insight into
the director‘s position. There are also some new Chapter
presidents so we will see some new ideas coming forth.
There is an upcoming new, in garden, JT session being held
for the first time and being hosted by Patrick Spence in his
garden that is filled with these elusive plants.
Two things I hope to see this year are all of you filling
out the Lankow Award ballot—remember you do not have to be a judge to vote for this one just vote for the SDB you like that were introduced in 2008 or after. These new little ones
need your vote even if you can‘t think of all 13 send in what you know you like. The second
thing that I would like to see is you at the Spring Region 13 meeting that OTIS is hosting as it
is both a Region 13 meeting and a TBIS meeting. It should be a great time to meet and greet a
lot of people both from our region and from other regions nearby.
Hope to see you there

Will
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What is Region 13?
Region 13 of the American Iris Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of the public
and the advancement of the genus Iris. Region 13 comprises the area‘s of Alaska, Oregon and Washington,
British Columbia and the Yukon and publishes a Newsletter twice yearly. The Newsletter fee, to defray printing and mailing costs, is $3.00 per year, individual or family. Send any subscriptions (check payable to AIS
Region 13) to the Circulation Chairperson: American Iris Society, Region 13 Will Plotner, Circulation
P.O. Box 250, Molalla, OR 97038-0250 Phone 503-829-3102
E-Mail - gardens@molalla.net
We invite all residents of Region 13 to join the American Iris Society. Membership includes four excellent
color Bulletins per year, and additional benefits for local societies. The membership rates per year are:
$20.00/single, $25.00/joint membership. Send check (payable to American Iris Society) to Membership Secretary:
Tom Gormley, 205 Catalonia Avenue, P.O. Box 177, DeLeon Springs, FL 32130
Phone: 386277-2057
E-Mail - aismemsec@irises.org

Chapter Presidents
British Columbia Iris Society
Richard Hebda
90 Durrance Road
Victoria, BC V9E 2G5 CANADA
hebda @shaw.ca 250-652-6863
http://www.bc-iris.org/

Oregon Trail Iris Society
Susan Schouten
P.O. Box 322
Canby, OR 97013-322
sschouten@canby.com
503-989-5226
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_otis.html

Central Columbia Iris Society
Phyllis Barnett
38 Avalon Terrace
Wenatchee, WA 98801-9172
Bar.iris@nwi.net
509-663-3163
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_cbis.html

Pierce County Iris Society
Eileen Smiley
13908 18th Avenue Court E.
Tacoma, WA 98445-6718
emsmiley2005@yahoo.com
253-537-6718
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_pcis.html

Greater Portland Iris Society
John Ludi
35071 S.E. Hyw 211
Boring, OR 97009-9584
Kludi@juno.com 503-668-9230
www.greaterportlandirissociety.org

Town & Country Iris Society
Robert Karr
205 Craig Avenue
Newport, WA 99156iris@povn.com
509-671-1539
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_tcis.html

Inland Empire Isis Society
Larry Carlson
14206 N.Tormey Road
Nine Mile Falls, WA 99026-9662
509-280-1926
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_ieis.html

Walla Walla Iris Society
Lucy Floren
4388 Frog Hollow Road
Touchet, WA 99360-9641
f81fghlw@pocketnet.com
509-520-6192
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_wwis.html

King County Iris Society
Patrick Spence
P.O. Box 1062
Lake Stevens, WA 98258-1062
patrick@cascadianirisgardens,com
(425) 770-5984
www.kcis.org

Yakima Valley Iris Society
Doris Sonstelie
1861 N. Cottonwood Drive
Yakima, WA 98908-9548
greengarden1861@gmail.com 509-966-0978
http://www.aisregion13.org/r13a_yvis.html
Region 13 http://www.aisregion13.org

